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A message from the president  
& executive director

In the 78 years since it was founded, Legal Aid has never been needed more than  
it is today. Communities living in poverty are in crisis, worsened by the persistence  
of the recession. Jobs have been lost, applications for public benefits have increased,  
and foreclosures persist. 

Legal assistance to address basic human needs is critical. As we have seen in the 
recent reports from the Census Bureau, poverty is on the rise. Three out of every 
ten District children live below the federal poverty line and 43% of African American 
children are poor. One in five District residents receives Food Stamps, up 16% in a 
single year.

The Legal Aid staff has risen to meet the challenge. Our advocates bring skill and 
compassion to bear when solving problems that go to the most fundamental issues of 
family safety, housing, food, health care and income supports. 

Each client of Legal Aid has a story to tell. In this report, you will find the stories  
and photographs of four clients with whom we have worked this past year.  
By understanding their struggles, their partnership for justice with Legal Aid, and the 
impact of our representation, you will better understand Legal Aid and the importance 
of our work.

Many people make this work possible. Your support of Legal Aid is critical to our ability 
to continue to meet the need.

Thank you.

Deborah B. Baum    Jonathan M. Smith
President, Board of Trustees  Executive Director
Pillsbury Winthrop    Legal Aid Society of
   Shaw Pittman LLP      the District of Columbia 
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MAKING JUSTICE REAL

Making Justice Real is more than a motto. For the board, staff and volunteers of  
Legal Aid, it is a deep commitment and a guiding principle. It is what Legal Aid  
does every day.

Justice is not self-executing. There are many ingredients to ensuring that everyone, 
regardless of income or wealth, receives a fair result in a legal dispute. It is necessary 
to have good laws and effective courts and administrative tribunals. But it is also 
essential to have lawyers.

When a family is facing eviction, when the custody of a child is at stake, when there 
is domestic violence, when benefits are wrongly denied or when a foreclosure is 
imminent, a fair result can often only be achieved if one or both of the parties are 
represented. Litigants with mental disabilities, persons who face language barriers  
or individuals who are vulnerable to intimidation because of age, victimization or other 
factors are at a particular disadvantage. 

Legal Aid is here to help. We work to ensure that our clients’ rights are respected,  
that their voices are heard and that they are treated with dignity. Day in and day out, 
our lawyers and staff are there to Make Justice Real.

Maria Silva was abused by her son’s father. She left the relationship and got an order 
of  protection, yet he continued to fight his obligation to pay child support. He used the 
child support proceedings to intimidate and manipulate her:  it was an extension of  

the abuse. Although he had the ability to pay the child support order, he asked the Court to reduce 
his obligation. A Legal Aid lawyer took on Ms. Silva’s case and maintained the order of  support. 
Ms. Silva sent a clear message to the father that he could no longer use the Court to maintain 
power and control over her.
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Responding to Change
The recession has hit communities living in poverty very hard. The effects of high 
unemployment, increasing rates of foreclosure and the loss of government funded and 
charitable services have brought more people to Legal Aid’s door. The recession has 
not just increased the number of people needing help, but has created new problems 
and a greater urgency in existing areas of need.

Legal Aid has responded to the changing need. We expanded our consumer practice  
to add a fellow who works exclusively on foreclosure prevention, developed a program 
to reach tenants facing eviction because a landlord lost the property due to foreclosure, 
and recruited five young associates who had been deferred from their law firms for a 
year to help expand our capacity. In addition, we expanded our office in Anacostia and 
are deepening our relationship with the pediatric clinic at the Town Hall Education,  
Arts and Recreation Center (THEARC).

Community Based Services
Legal Aid is deeply committed to reducing barriers to our services. We established 
offices in underserved neighborhoods and at the Superior Court to expand our capacity 
beyond that of our main office in Northwest. Legal Aid lawyers are available to clients 
in three locations east of the Anacostia River: the Domestic Violence Intake Center 
located in the United Medical Center, The Children’s National Medical Center Clinic in 
THEARC and an office in the Historic Anacostia neighborhood. Clients can also seek 
help at the Landlord and Tenant Branch of the Superior Court. Community offices 
are essential. Families living at or below the poverty line may be forced to choose 
between the cost of transportation into downtown D.C. or buying food. For low-wage 
workers, it may be impossible to get the necessary time away from their job. Time 
and again, clients who could not make it to our main office are able to get help in their 
neighborhood or at the Courthouse.

Gwynette Edwards was caring for her two grandsons and recovering from a hospital stay 
when she discovered she was facing foreclosure. With nowhere else to turn, she asked 
her former employer for help. He is a lawyer and she trusted him. He promised to lend 

her money to save her home. Instead, he gave her a loan obligating her to pay back many times 
what she owed, and had her sign papers giving her home away to his company. Not knowing she 
had given up her home, she tried to keep up with the payments, but soon fell behind. She faced 
foreclosure again right before Christmas. A Legal Aid lawyer stepped in and persuaded a judge to 
stop the foreclosure, get rid of  the loan, and restore Ms. Edwards and her grandsons to their home. 



www.legalaiddc.org      3

Meeting Clients’ Multiple Needs 

We augment our neighborhood presence with outreach to clients. We conduct forums 
on foreclosure, a Spanish-speaking lawyer meets often with adult students at the 
Carlos Rosario Center and we provide regular trainings to social services providers to 
educate them about the benefits programs available to their clients. Each December, 
we send teams of lawyers and volunteers into senior public housing and gathering 
places to help low-income beneficiaries navigate the Medicare Part D drug benefit 
program. These are just a few of the many ways in which we reach out to our clients 
to educate them about their rights and the availability of services.

Legal Aid clients often present multiple interlocking problems. One legal issue can 
create another and related disputes can arise from a single cause. Women with 
children who are escaping violence need not only protection, but also child support and 
a child custody order. Families facing eviction may be at risk because a loss in public 
benefits rendered them unable to afford rent payments. 

Legal Aid tries to address these related needs to achieve a complete solution.  
If the problem crosses practice areas, specialists in different units will work together 
for the client.

Changing Lives 

The demand for our help extends far beyond our capacity. We attempt to select 
those cases in which the risk is the greatest, the client is most vulnerable or a lawyer 
can make the most significant difference. Day after day, week after week, Legal Aid 
lawyers take on cases in which a critical aspect of a client’s life is at stake. We work  
to ensure that clients have a fair chance, that their lives are made stable and that 
disaster is avoided.

Perry Haywood’s landlord refused to make repairs in his apartment. The plumbing was 
failing and he had problems with vermin. He complained and the landlord did nothing,  
so he started to withhold his rent. Rather than make the repairs, the landlord sued  

Mr. Haywood for eviction. 

Mr. Haywood appeared in Court and was referred to the Legal Aid office there. A Legal Aid 
lawyer stepped in since the landlord’s conduct clearly violated the D.C. Housing Code. The landlord 
was ordered to make repairs, Mr. Haywood received a large rent rebate for the time he was forced 
to live in substandard conditions and the eviction case was dismissed.
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Working for Change 
Legal Aid’s clients often present problems that are widespread or require a change 
in government practices to find a solution. In addition to our legal work on behalf of 
individuals, we also work with the courts and the government to bring about change. 
Legal Aid staff members work on committees of the Superior Court, on the D.C. 
Access to Justice Commission and on initiatives to bring about agency, policy or 
legislative reforms. Among other issues, we have been leading advocates in making 
courts, administrative tribunals and government agencies language accessible and are 
helping form a coalition to work with the District on health care reform.

Appellate Litigation 

Legal Aid also has made a significant commitment to appellate litigation. Most disputes  
involving persons living in poverty are resolved in high-volume courts or before  
under-resourced administrative tribunals. The law frequently takes second seat to 
efficiency and justice is subordinated to speed. However, a decision from the Court of 
Appeals can often address a problem affecting thousands of litigants.

To bring the voice of low-income litigants to the Court of Appeals, Legal Aid created 
the Barbara McDowell Appellate Advocacy Project. The Project was named in memory 
of its founding director, an extraordinary advocate deeply committed to social justice.

Through the Project, Legal Aid brings cases in the District of Columbia Court of Appeals 
and the District of Columbia Circuit that advance the rights of low-income individuals 
and communities. We have won important victories in a broad range of areas.

Lucila Beshir is 63 years old and lives with a physical disability. As a result of  her 
disability and low income, a portion of  her rent is paid through a government funded 
voucher. Her landlord failed to keep her apartment up to code and violations were found 

during its annual inspection. The landlord was required to either fix the problems or move her,  
but he did neither. Ms. Beshir continued to pay her portion of  rent, but as a result of  the 
violations the government had stopped paying its portion. The landlord sued to evict her and she 
came to Legal Aid for help.  A Legal Aid lawyer secured the dismissal of  her case and helped to 
make arrangements to bring the apartment up to code.

While working with Ms. Beshir, her lawyer became aware that nearly $100 was being deducted 
from her Social Security check each month to pay for Medicare Part B. This expense was 
unnecessary since she was eligible for a program to pay this premium. A Legal Aid Public Benefits 
lawyer stepped in and had her Social Security check restored to its proper amount and she was 
reimbursed for the monthly premiums she had paid.
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PRO BONO
Private and government lawyers and law students partner with Legal Aid to work for 
equal justice. Through our Pro Bono Program, volunteers donate time each year to our 
clients that is valued at more than $6 million. Lawyers and students participate in a 
broad range of ways. Teams of lawyers interview new clients, the law firms of  
Arnold & Porter LLP, Crowell & Moring LLP, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, 
and Steptoe & Johnson LLP loan associates on full-time six month rotations, firms 
and government lawyers accept placements of more than 100 cases each year, senior 
lawyers and lawyers with deferred start dates work as members of our staff,  
volunteer lawyers work in-house on special projects, and students spend the summer 
or a semester providing critical support to our staff.

Volunteer Profile – David Reiser, Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

David Reiser is an important part of the Legal Aid team.  
He joined us as a volunteer in 2004 when we were 
developing the Appellate Advocacy Project. He worked 
closely with Barbara McDowell to help her build the program 
to be a respected voice on poverty law issues in the D.C. 
Court of Appeals. David was instrumental in keeping the 
Project going after Barbara’s death and has continued to 
be a key member of the Project team. He has dedicated 
thousands of hours to the Project. 

 
David’s contribution has extended far beyond our appellate work. He has mentored 
staff on complex trials and provided trusted counsel on policy issues. But what Legal 
Aid values most is David’s commitment to ensuring equal justice for people living in 
poverty. He is relentless and uncompromising in his advocacy that the Courts must 
protect the substance of justice.

In August of this year, the American Bar Association awarded David its Pro Bono 
Publico Award in recognition of his contributions to Legal Aid. David’s efforts would  
not be possible without the generous support of his firm, Zuckerman Spaeder LLP.  
The firm encourages David and other lawyers to work with Legal Aid. The firm has 
helped in innumerable ways, encouraging David and other lawyers to work with Legal 
Aid and to accept a variety of cases pro bono.

Barbara McDowell led the Appellate Advocacy Project for five years and 
established it as an important and persuasive voice on poverty law in the District of 
Columbia. Barbara litigated significant cases involving fair housing, domestic violence,  
child custody, administrative law, unemployment compensation and other areas.  
Barbara died much too young in early 2009. She is greatly missed by the staff at Legal Aid.
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ANNUAL SERVANT OF JUSTICE AWARDS DINNER

Legal Aid’s annual awards dinner was a remarkable success again this year.  
vernon e. Jordan, Jr. of Akin Gump Strauss hauer & feld llp and florence 
wagman roisman of the indiana university School of law - indianapolis were 
the recipients of the Servant of Justice Awards. Both were recognized for their 
long-standing dedication to equal justice.

The partnership Award was presented to fair budget coalition for its collaboration 
with Legal Aid to preserve and enhance District-funded programs supporting poor and 
low-income residents.

randall brater of Arent fox llp received the Klepper prize for volunteer 
excellence. In addition to coordinating his firm’s intake volunteer effort at Legal Aid, 
Mr. Brater has served on the leadership committee for the Generous Associates 
Campaign, contributing to record-breaking fundraising both at his firm and citywide.

Legal Aid is grateful to the legal and corporate communities, as well as to the Dinner 
Steering Committee Co-Chaired by deborah b. baum of pillsbury winthrop Shaw 
pittman llp, david r. berz of weil, Gotshal & manges llp, Anne coffey proctor 
of covington & burling llp, and Kurt richter of cassidy turley for their amazing 
success in raising over $740,000.

vernon e. Jordan, Jr., Akin Gump Strauss hauer & feld llp (left);  

florence wagman roisman, indiana university School of law – indianapolis; 

Kristi matthews, fair budget coalition; randall brater, Arent fox llp 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  
             Dr. Mar tin Luther King, Jr.

Photo: Jill James Photography
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GENEROUS ASSOCIATES CAMPAIGN
EQUAL JUSTICE, EQUAL RESPONSIBILITY

Across the District more than 100 law firm associates at over 50 law firms raised a 
remarkable $678,000 on behalf of Legal Aid. More than half of the firms exceeded their 
fundraising amounts from last year. Congratulations to everyone involved in making the 
Campaign a success.

Each year firms compete to earn a top five placement in their size category.  
The results, in order of amount raised, are as follows:

251+ AttorneyS
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Hogan Lovells
Crowell & Moring LLP

201- 250 AttorneyS
Williams & Connolly LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Arent Fox LLP

Jones Day
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

151- 200 AttorneyS
Mayer Brown LLP

K&L Gates LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Hunton & Williams LLP

101- 150 AttorneyS
Dow Lohnes PLLC
Baker Botts L.L.P.
King & Spalding

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP
Goodwin Procter LLP

51- 100 AttorneyS
Miller & Chevalier Chartered

Reed Smith LLP
Alston & Bird LLP

Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Van Ness Feldman, PC

1 - 50 AttorneyS
Gilbert LLP

Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Wiltshire & Grannis LLP

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC
Brown Rudnick LLP

Legal Aid would like to thank michele A. roberts of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 
& Feld LLP, the Campaign’s Honorary Chair, for her support.

In addition, this Campaign depends on remarkable associate leadership for its success. 
Thank you to all the Campaign Co-Chairs:

Amer Ahmed
Williams & Connolly LLP

thomas G. Allen
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP

Kavitha babu
Arent Fox LLP

Joanna Giasafakis
Arent Fox LLP

thomas m. henry, iii 
Jones Day

daniel Z. herbst
Reed Smith LLP

Amanda major
Wilmer Cutler Pickering 

Hale and Dorr LLP

reginald b. mcKnight
Wilmer Cutler Pickering 

Hale and Dorr LLP

vadim Schick
Post & Schell, P.C.

bJ Shannon
Alston & Bird LLP

derek y. Sugimura
Gilbert LLP

briana thibeau
Dow Lohnes PLLC

ryan c. tisch
Crowell & Moring LLP

daniel wendt
Miller & Chevalier 

Chartered

howard A. wolf-rodda
Brown Rudnick LLP
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plAtinum pAtron
$75,000 & above  
The District of Columbia Bar Foundation
Eugene & Agnes E. Meyer Foundation

Gold pAtron  
$50,000 - $74,999  
Covington & Burling LLP
Skadden Fellowship Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Silver pAtron  
$30,000 - $49,999  
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Alston & Bird LLP
Arent Fox LLP
Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal   
   Fellowship Program
Gilbert LLP
Gerald Hartman  
   in Memory of Barbara McDowell
Hogan Lovells
Mayer Brown LLP
Estate of Barbara McDowell
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP

bronZe pAtron  
$20,000 - $29,999  
Consumer Health Foundation
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
Dow Lohnes PLLC
Jones Day
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
United Way
Williams & Connolly LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
Yale Law School Arthur Liman Public 
   Interest Program

pAtron  
$10,000 - $19,999  
Arnold & Porter LLP
Bingham McCutchen LLP
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
Cassidy Turley
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Dechert LLP
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
Philip and Roberta Horton
Howrey LLP
Ivins, Phillips & Barker Chartered
King & Spalding
Martin and Arlene Klepper
LexisNexis
Miller & Chevalier Chartered
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Patton Boggs LLP
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP
Anthony T. Pierce and  
   Karen Stevens Pierce
Reed Smith LLP
Eric S. Richter
Sidley Austin LLP and  
   The Sidley Austin Foundation
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP
Venable LLP
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP
 

LEADERSHIP CABINET
Annual Gift Recognition Program

The Legal Aid Society created the Leadership Cabinet in order to recognize those 
donors who support the organization in significant ways.  We are proud to recognize 
members for their generosity during the period of 9/1/2009 through 8/31/2010:

Legal Aid would like to thank the District of Columbia’s Office of Victim Services and 
the Office of the Tenant Advocate for their support of our Family Law and Housing 
Programs.  We would also like to recognize the Barbara McDowell Endowment Fund 
for Appellate Litigation for the support it provides for our Appellate Advocacy Project 
and the Klepper Endowment for supporting the annually awarded Klepper Prize for 
Volunteer Excellence.
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SUPPORTERS 

The Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia extends its gratitude to the following 
supporters for their generosity (gifts from 9/1/2009 – 8/31/2010):
$5,000 - $9,999  
American Bar Association  
   Litigation Section
William E. & Mary E. Ayer   
   Family Foundation
Black Entertainment  
   Television, LLC
BNA
Boston Properties, Inc.
Chevy Chase Bank, a 
   division of Capital One, N.A.
Caplin & Drysdale
Chadbourne & Parke LLP
Citi Private Bank
Clifford Chance US LLP
Cohen Milstein Sellers  
   & Toll PLLC
Mark Colley and  
   Deborah Harsch
David S. Dantzic
Davis & Harman LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Deloitte LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Ernst & Young LLP
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper  
   & Scinto
Fried, Frank, Harris,  
   Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
Goodwin Procter LLP
Hollingsworth LLP
Hughes Hubbard  
   & Reed LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
K&L Gates LLP
Katten Muchin  
   Rosenman LLP
Rachel Kronowitz
Krooth & Altman
Ann M. Mason
McDermott Will  
   & Emery LLP
Mark and Jo Ann Newell
William and Teresa Perlstein
Rand Construction 
   Corporation
Imogen Schaetzel
Shearman & Sterling LLP
Simpson Thacher  
   & Bartlett LLP
James van R. Springer
Thompson, Loss  
   & Judge, LLP
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Wiley Rein LLP

$2,500 - $4,999  
Asbury Automotive Group, Inc.
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Deborah B. Baum
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
Barbara B. Brown
Cadwalader, Wickersham  
   & Taft LLP
Steven G. Forsyth
Emily C. Helms Williams
Audra Hollifield
Brent W. Johnson
Kristin R. Keeling
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen, 
Todd, Evans & Figel P.L.L.C.
Amanda L. Major
Meredith Manning
Anthony and Lee Partridge
Kurt Richter
Mark Srere and  
   Jayne Jerkins
Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein  
   & Fox P.L.L.C.
Troutman Sanders LLP
Jennifer S. Van Driesen
Van Ness Feldman, PC
 

$1,000 - $2,499  
Andrew Adair
James and Michelle Alberg
Emily and Richard Alexander
Ann E. Allen
Andrews Kurth LLP
Anonymous
Tami Lyn Azorsky
Kavitha J. Babu
James A. Baker, IV
William R. Baker
James H. Barker
Judith N. Batty
The Bench Trail Fund
Ben Berman
Bruce M. Berman
Eric L. Bernthal
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C.
Blum-Kovler Foundation
A. Scott Bolden
Mary S. Booth
Donna A. Boswell
Randall A. Brater
Matt Brill
Karen Brinkmann and  
   Fred Johnsen
David I. Brown
Russell Bruemmer
Bryan Cave LLP
William and Heidi Bumpers
Peter Buscemi and Judith Miller
Deborah A. Carpentier
David L. Cavanaugh
Ann Claassen
Carol Clayton and Jeffrey Watkiss
Cheryl M. Coe
Guy and Linda Collier
Community Foundation for the  
   National Capital Region
Frank M. Conner
Bruce E. Coolidge
Carolyn F. Corwin
Curtin Law Roberson Dunigan  
   & Salans
Arthur Delibert
Dewey & LeBeouf LLP
John M. Dowd
Lisa M. Duggan
Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer  
   & Pembroke, P.C.
Equal Justice America
Mitchell S. Ettinger
Linda Fanin
Denise Fee
Jonathan and Joan Fee
Andrew Feller
Michael and Julie Felty
Marc Fleischaker
John and Mary Kathleen Gallagher
Natasha N. Gianvecchio
Scott D. Gilbert
Nathalie Gilfoyle
Eileen Gleimer
Patricia & Gene Godley
Craig T. Goldblatt
Jamie S. Gorelick
Susan Green
Linda Griggs and William Swedish
Joyce and Robert Gwadz
David J. Harris
John E. Heintz
Douglas and Olivia Henderson
Michael Henke and  
   Judy Campbell
Christopher J. Herrling
Todd Hettenbach
Jacqueline M. Holmes
Theodore A. Howard
Hunton & Williams LLP
Terrill Hyde
Daniel and Wendy Jarcho
William and Judith Jeffress
Robert M. Jenkins, III
Gerald Kafka and Rita Cavanagh
Joseph Kakesh
Kalijarvi Chuzi & Newman
Donald A. Kaplan
Julia Kazaks
Dennis and Ilene Kiefer
Julian Y. Kim
Stephen E. Kitchen
Kenneth Klein
Jody A. Kris
Sandra LeBeau
John Andre Leduc
Susie Lee
Yoon-Young Lee and  
   Matthew Regan
Mark H. Lynch
William and Kathe McDaniels
William G. McElwain

Christopher Clark McIsaac
Jack and Kathleen McKay
Reginald B. McKnight
Elizabeth B. Meers
Thomas and Kathryn Morgan
Randolph D. Moss
John and Carole Nannes
Michael E. Nannes
C. Frederick Oliphant
Deanne M. Ottaviano
Mark A. Packman
Perkins Coie LLP
Ann Marie Phillips
Kristina Pisanelli
Amanda Potter
Powers Pyles Sutter & Verville
Proskauer Rose
Kami Quinn
Michael and Mary Raibman
Jerome C. Randolph
Melissa G. Reinberg
David Reiser and Irene Huntoon
S. White Rhyne
Michael Rogan and  
   Susan Schaffer
James Rowe and Lucy Adams
Peter J. Schildkraut
Howard M. Shapiro
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.
Barry Simon
Matthew D. Slater
Leslie K. Smith
Sodexo, Inc.
Mary Lou Soller
Kathleen Sooy
Grace E. Speights
Danielle Spinelli
Adrian L. Steel, Jr.
Don Stepka
John Stewart
Steven Stone
Theodore B. Stone
Jeffrey Taft
Benjamin Theisman and  
   Jana Rhone
Steuart H. Thomsen
Ryan C. Tisch
Randall J. Turk
Albert and Caroline Turkus
G. Duane Vieth
Charles F. Walker
Michael E. Ward
George I. Warren and Clarice K. 
   Warren Charitable Trust
Seth P. Waxman
Brian Weinthal
Harry J. Weiss
Wenderoth Lind & Ponack, L.L.P.
Amy Wigmore
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
Scott L. Winkelman
Gary A. Winters
Joseph and Susan Wyderko
Robert and Rhonda Zahler
Richard R. Zaragoza
Joseph and Lynda Zengerle

 $500 - $999  
Adduci, Mastriani & Schaumberg, LLP
Amer Ahmed
Araj Ahmed
Sanford K. Ain
Ralph Allen
Thomas G. Allen
Altria
Burton Amernick and Diana Kozuch
William Anderson
Anonymous
Baach Robinson & Lewis PLLC
Jonathan Baker
J. Scott Ballenger
Holly Barker
Christopher Barr and Patricia Jayne
Courtney Bateman
Leonard and Joy Baxt
Charles Beene
James and Alicia Bendernagel
Barbara Bennett
John Bentivoglio
Robert and Elizabeth Benton
Kenneth and Sue Ann Berlin
Pamela Bernstein
J. Patrick Berry
David and Sherry Berz
Barb L. Bettenhausen
Blake Biles and Lara L. Sessum
Bruce C. Bishop
Wesley Bizzell
Katie Bond
Marie and John Bonkowski
Mary Jane Boswell
Jessica Bradley

Lance and Catherine Brasher
Jennifer A. Brennan
Richard P. Bress
Reginald Brown and Tiffeny Sanchez
Barry Buchman
Ryan Bull
Christina E. Buschmann
Antoinette and Dwight Bush
Graeme Bush and Wendy Rudolph
Quillan Byam
Jill T. Caiazzo
Stacey Caulk
Floyd Brantley Chapman
Barton Clark
Coan & Lyons
Edward B. Cohen
Vincent Colatriano and Terri Evans
Danielle Conley
Thomas F. Connell
John M. Cooper
Juanita A. Crowley
Christopher Davies
Paul Denis
Nick Denovio
Stefanie Doebler
Daniel J. Dominguez
Christopher Dorsey
Mary Jo Dowd
Debra A. Drake
Eric Dubelier
Thomas E. Dunigan
Michael G. Egge
Mark Ellenberg and  
   Nancy Abramowitz
Jessica L. Ellsworth
Brad Fagg
Christina Fahmy
Laura B. Farmelo
Adam Feinberg
Madeleine Findley
Joanne Fort
David and Jeannie Foster
William Foster
Jessica Friedman
Don Frost and Carolyn Ferrari
Catherine and Kevin Gallagher
Vanessa Gallagher
Allen Gardner
David Garr
Keisha Gary and  
   Raymond Van Iterson
Joanna K. Giasafakis
Kenneth W. Gideon
Sherry W. Gilbert
Bruce Gilchrist
Jennifer Giordano
David C. Goldberg
Michael Goldstein
Thomas Goldstein and Amy Howe
Armando Gomez and  
   Melissa Hathaway
Warren Gorrell
Mark Grannis
Ethan Greene
Leon B. Greenfield
William and Margaret Greer
Leah Guidry and Stacy Evans
Jessica Halbert
Anthony A. Hartmann
Douglas A. Hastings
Julia Hatcher
David R. Hazelton
Nancy Heermans
Thomas and Lisa Henry
Brooks Hickman
Merril and Sally Hirsh
Gary and Ileene Hoffman
Rhonda and Ira Holmes
Jonathan P. Hooks
Christopher W. Hornig
Shagufa Hossain
Jessica Hough and Raina Brubaker
Paul J. Hunt
A. Stephen Hut
Bruce D. Jacobs
Heather Johnson
Theodore Kassinger
Tina Kearns
Timothy and Carol Kelley
Paul and Anstice Kenefick
Rachael D. Kent
Paul and Jane Khoury
Paul Killian
Christine E. Kirk
Cherie Kiser and Randall Eliason
Joel B. Kleinman
Jason Knott
Joseph A. Kresse
Kuder, Smollar & Friedman, P.C.
David Kurtzer-Ellenbogen
Arthur N. Lerner
Levine, Blaszak, Block & Boothby
Jason Licht
Elliott and Judith Lichtman
Jack and Marion Lipson
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Craig and Susan Litherland
Audrey C. Louison
Juli A. Lund
Matthew Maclean
Rebecca Malcom
Patrick A. Malone
Alexander Maltas
Allyson Maltas
Christina M. Markus
Benjamin S. Martin
Timothy and Monica May
Thaddeus McBride
Walter and Mary McCormick
Kathleen McDermott
Bruce L. McDonald
Bill McGlone
Bill McLucas
Kris Meade
Joel L. Millar
Margaret L. Miller
Elizabeth L. Mitchell
Michael Mitchell
Christian Mixter and Linna Barnes
James Curtis Moffatt
Ken and Betsy Morrow
Barbara A. Murphy
Mike and Cheryl Naeve
John Nakahata
Matthew M. Nolan
Nancy A. Noonan
R. Wade Norris
Karin Norton
Jonathan Nuechterlein
Jennifer O’Connor
The Olender Foundation
Michael Oliverio and  
   McGennis Williams
Bette Orr and William Barnes
Sandra Palmer
Stuart Pape
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IN-KIND DONATIONS

Hays Creative Media • Jacqueline Jae Won Lee and Audrey Reed, Hogan Lovells 
LF Jennings • Julia E. Judish, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP • LexisNexis

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP • David Reiser, Zuckerman Spaeder LLP 
Reliable • Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

All client and staff photography in this Annual Report is courtesy of Stephanie Wesolowski.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

revenue (1/1/2009 to 12/31/2009)

Grants and Contributions                                                                                  $ 2,669,882

Contributed Services                                                                                        6,979,111

Special Events                                                                                                     640,910

Interest                                                                                                                 31,056

Miscellaneous Income                                                                                    4,204                                   

Contributions to Endowments                                                     168,728

Total Revenue                                                                                                 10,325,103

Total Revenue Less Endowment Gifts and Contributed Services                       $ 3,177,264

eXpenSeS

Program Services                                                                                            $ 9,313,855

Management and General                                                                                   208,547

Fundraising                                                                                                          419,911

Total Expenses                                                                                                 9,942,313

Total Expenses Less Contributed Services                                                     $ 2,963,202

Copies of our audited financial statements are available upon request by contacting the Development Department at (202) 661-5964.
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eric Angel, Legal Director 
rosanne Avilés, Staff Attorney
Julie becker, Senior Staff Attorney 
Gary cunningham, 
Intake Coordinator/Investigator 
Jodi feldman, Director of Pro Bono and 
Intake Programs 
yaida ford, Staff Attorney
beth mellen harrison, Senior Staff 
Attorney & Director, Court Based Legal 
Services Project 
Jennifer hatton, Staff Attorney
Katherine hays, Chief Operations Officer
Jeannette henderson, 
Administrative Assistant 
deborah cuevas hill, Senior Staff Attorney 
Shirley horng, Staff Attorney
Gregg A. Kelley, Director of Development
Jennifer Klein, 
Legal Administrative Assistant
Juliana lee, Staff Attorney
Jennifer mezey, Supervising Attorney
trisha monroe, Senior Staff Attorney and 
Director, SE Domestic Violence Project
lucy newton, Senior Staff Attorney 
and Director, Community-Based  
Lawyering Project
rachel nadas, 
Legal Administrative Assistant
Andrew patterson, Staff Attorney

Anna purinton, Staff Attorney
Sandra read-brown, 
Development Associate
bonnie robin-vergeer, Director, Barbara 
McDowell Appellate Advocacy Project
patricia roulhac, Legal Secretary 
Jonathan m. Smith, Executive Director  
James van r. Springer, 
Volunteer Staff Attorney
Jeremy Strauss, 
Legal Administrative Assistant
david Steib, Staff Attorney
Alessandro terenzoni, Staff Attorney
tianna terry, Staff Attorney
Stephanie troyer, Staff Attorney
wendy weinberg, Supervising Attorney
Alfonso wright, Controller 
Andrea Zumbrum, 
Intake Coordinator/Investigator
theresa Anderson, Legal Administrative 
Assistant (2008 – 2010)
valerie Grab, Senior Staff Attorney 
(2007-2010)
robin murphy, Supervising Attorney 
(2007 – 2010)
lucia rich, Legal Administrative 
Assistant (2008 – 2010)
elizabeth yates, Legal Administrative 
Assistant (2008 – 2010)

STAFF

Susan Atkins, Steptoe & Johnson LLP Loaned Associate
monica bell, Yale Law School Arthur Liman Public Interest Fellow
Jennifer yi man cheung, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow

Alana Genderson, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius  LLP Law Firm Fellow
diana Krevor, DLA Piper LLP Law Firm Fellow

Savannah marion, Steptoe & Johnson LLP Law Firm Fellow
Jeffrey morrow, Law Firm Fellow

Jennifer ngai, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow
lucy noyola, Crowell & Moring LLP Loaned Associate

victor rortvedt, Arnold & Porter LLP Loaned Associate
daniele Schiffman, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom LLP Loaned Associate
david young, Ropes & Gray LLP Law Firm Fellow

Scott Armstrong, Steptoe & Johnson LLP Law Firm 
Fellow (2009 – 2010) 

Joseph Kakesh, Arnold & Porter LLP Loaned 
Associate (2009 – 2010)

Albinas prizgintas, Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 
and Dorr LLP Law Firm Fellow (2009 – 2010) 
henry Smith, Steptoe & Johnson LLP Law Firm 
Fellow (2009 – 2010) 

LOANED ASSOCIATES AND FELLOWS
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Anthony t. pierce
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Covington & Burling LLP
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Venable LLP

michael raibman 
Reed Smith LLP

John p. relman
Relman, Dane &  
Colfax PLLC

Kurt richter
Cassidy Turley

tangela S. richter
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henry m. rivera 
Wiley Rein LLP
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The BOARD OF TRUSTEES



Support Legal Aid!
We depend on the generous support of our community of individual, law firm,  
and corporate donors. Please contact the Development Department at  
(202) 661-5964 to learn more about the following ways of supporting our efforts to 
ensure equal justice for all:

•  AnnuAl AppeAl Mail your contribution using the enclosed self-addressed envelope 
or donate online at www.legalaiddc.org. 

• ServAnt of JuStice AwArdS dinner Plan to join us April 28, 2011.

• GenerouS ASSociAteS cAmpAiGn The Campaign kicks off in May 2011. 

•  united wAy/combined federAl cAmpAiGn Designate #8140 for the United 
Way or #81566 for the Combined Federal Campaign.

•  employer mAtchinG GiftS Many employers will match the charitable 
contributions of their employees. Contact your Human Resources Department to 
learn more. 

•  bequeStS Consider adding a bequest to your will that contributes to the sustainable 
future of Legal Aid. In the alternative, designate Legal Aid as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy or charitable trust. 

1331 H Street, NW Suite 350
Washington, DC 20005-4748

P: 202-628-1161 • F: 202-727-2132
www.legalaiddc.org • www.makingjusticereal.org

Legal Aid is pleased to be chosen as “one of the best” of the  
Greater Washington region’s smaller nonprofits by the Catalogue  
for Philanthropy.




