Use this Template for Written Testimony to the DC Council

Testimony of YOUR FULL NAME

NAME OF THE COMMITTEE AND/OR AGENCY

Regarding: NAME AND SUBJECT OF HEARING/ROUNDTABLE MONTH DAY, YEAR
First: Introduce yourself and explain why you are testifying
· Identify yourself - Ex. “My name is Helen Burroughs, and I am a supportive/concerned/opposed D.C. resident/Native Washingtonian from Ward / bank teller/mother of two.”
· Summarize what you’re testifying about. Ex. “I am testifying about the DHS’ provision of services” or “I am testifying about this legislations impact on me and my family.”
· Refer to a bill by its bill number and be sure you are referring to the most recent version of the bill.
Second: Deliver your key points using personal experiences
· Pick an event or issue that you have worked directly on or been affected directly by that you are comfortable sharing with the public.
· Tell what services caused this event or issue and how it impacted you.
· Tell why you wanted to share your story and what you want Council to take from your story.
· What would have helped prevent negative experiences or increase positive experiences.
Third: Give suggestions for solving the issue or problem you have raised.
· What do you think the Council should do to address the issues or experiences you had?
· What steps should the Council take?
Fourth: Thank the Councilmembers
· Thank the chair of the committee if you know their name for reading/hearing your testimony on the bill name or issue of the roundtable.
· Tell them to consider your testimony and the solutions you have suggested. Ex. “Your consideration of these matters and solutions is very much appreciated.”
Written testimony should be no longer than one page and limited to one bill or issue. An example is included at the end of this document.

Tips for Testimony
· Check the Council website at https://dccouncil.gov/ to know when a bill is scheduled to be heard. Register to testify for the hearing of your choice using the Hearing Management System. You will receive confirmation of your registration from the Committee a few days prior to the hearing.
· Before testifying, know who is sponsoring the bill, who supports or opposes the bill and why. Be familiar with the committee chairs, committee members, and legislative staff. If any of the key committee members represent your Ward or are At-Large Councilmembers and represent the entire District, make sure you acknowledge that in your testimony.
· Understand why you are testifying. Are you there to persuade, dissuade, provide expertise, or delay action on a bill? Know how to separate out the important points of your testimony to ensure they are heard.

Tips for Oral/Recorded Testimony

· Keep your oral testimony simpler than the written testimony. Focus on two or three main points you want your audience to remember and use your time to repeat and strengthen these points. Try to be brief (2-3 minutes) and clear in the message you want to get across. If you’re testifying live, you may see a timer in the room/on screen counting down how much time you have left.
· Speak slowly and clearly; your hearing might have simultaneous language translation or captions, which will require you to speak slowly.
· Remember to highlight the most important issues to you. When identifying a problem, try to have a solution to share with the Council.
· If possible, submit your written testimony. Then work on your verbal presentation.
· It is fine to read from a paper when giving testimony and committees are accustomed to people doing that. If your written testimony is lengthy, create a summary version you can read within 2-3 minutes.
· Have a friend snap a photo of you while you are testifying to post on social media (tag the relevant Councilmembers!)
IMPORTANT NOTE: Any testimony, whether oral or written, that you submit to the Council will go on the public record that can be searched by people who want to read/see it.

SAMPLE TESTIMONY
Testimony of Tangelia Hicks Committee of the Whole
Council of the District of Columbia
Regarding FY2025 Local Budget Act and Budget Support Act May 3, 2024
Hello Councilmembers, my name is Tangelia Hicks and I am a DC Ward 8 resident, DC Advocate, and member of the Legal Aid DC's Community Advisory Council.
Mayor Bowser's proposed fiscal year 2025 budget and financial plan aims to cut funding from DC programs that aid the lowest income residents while granting wealthy businesses and investors more financial gains and opportunities. Promises made in the 2024 budget have already been reneged and have placed many DC residents back to square one and further into poverty.
· The FY24 budget was said to have been 19.7 billion whereas the Senate passed a 1.2 trillion government funding bill. Is that true? And if so, why is funding being cut where the need is great.
· It has been said that the FY25 budget and financial plan is made up of 21 billion in operating funds and 11.8 billion in capitol improvement funds, is that true?
The District's Access to Justice Initiative, which helps ensure residents can receive much needed legal services, is facing a 67 percent cut to its program. Clients who receive services from organizations like Legal Aid DC, Bread for the City and others will be gravely and negatively affected. We DC residents are asking the Council, and all involved to not allow cuts to the District's Access to Justice Initiative and all programs needed at this time for low income/paid residents.
Crystal Waters released her first single from her 1991 debut album called Gypsy Woman. Ms. Waters use to weekly pass a woman who stood in front of the Mayflower hotel in Washington DC on Connecticut Avenue singing gospel and asking passerbys for spare change. Ms. Waters noticed the women nicely dressed, full make up, and used to think to herself, "She can go and get a real job, instead of asking me for money" until she seen an ad in the local newspaper about the woman. The woman recently became unemployed and lost her home due to it. She said if she was going to be asking people for money, at least she should look presentable. Ms. Waters said that changed her idea of homelessness. It could happen to anyone.
Hard times could happen to anyone. I think we all need to remember that.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today. God Bless.

FOR VIRTUAL TESTIMONY
Below is an example of the email the DC Council will send you, if you choose to testify virtually at a hearing.

Dear [Your Name]:

You are receiving this email in response to your request to testify at the DC Council Committee of the Whole’s upcoming 05/04/2026, 12:00 PM, Budget Oversight Hearing on:

· District of Columbia Auditor
· DC Retirement Board
· Office of the Chief Financial Officer

You may testify in person or virtually. The hearing will take place at the John A. Wilson Building. In order to provide testimony virtually, you must complete the following Zoom form to receive your personalized link to use to connect to and testify at the hearing: https://dccouncil- us.zoom.us/j/81631663899?pwd=kdTrinYRkJAoOuQ45A1vvpmDRKGw6y.1.

If you do not receive a link after completing the form, check your spam folder (the email will be Committee of the Whole (no-reply@zoom.us)). If you still cannot find your link, please email cow@dccouncil.gov. Do not share your personalized link. Anyone wishing to watch the hearing over Zoom can register at the same address to get their own link.

Prior to the hearing, please submit your testimony to the Committee by uploading or typing it at https://lims.dccouncil.gov/hearings/testimony/2284.

The witness list, the hearing notice, and submitted testimony can be accessed in the Hearing Management System at https://lims.dccouncil.gov/hearings/hearings/2284.

Shortly before the hearing starts, you should use your link to log into Zoom. It may take several minutes for the Zoom hearing to begin while staff prepares all logistics. When the Chairman gavels the hearing to order, you will be admitted in viewer-only mode. When your name is called, you will be admitted to the interactive portion of the hearing (camera and audio control will be enabled) and you will be asked to provide your testimony and answer any questions from Councilmembers. Please be present online and accept the panelist invitation on Zoom immediately when provided.

You should watch the hearing in Gallery View so you can watch the timer while you are testifying. Mute yourself unless you are speaking, and please enable your camera. Please download the Zoom app prior to the hearing and familiarize yourself with its controls. (https://zoom.us/download). If you already have Zoom, please ensure you are using the latest version.

Committee of the Whole
Council of the District of Columbia cow@dccouncil.gov
