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INAUGURAL STEPTOE HOUSING LAW FELLOW JOINS LEGAL AID

WASHINGTON, DC, October 10, 2019 –The Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia
(Legal Aid) is pleased to announce that Candace Mitchell has joined Legal Aid as the
inaugural Steptoe Housing Law Fellow.
As part of Legal Aid’s Housing Law Unit, Ms. Mitchell will represent low-income tenants to
prevent evictions and preserve access to safe and affordable housing in the District.
“We are thrilled to have such a skilled public advocate in Ms. Mitchell as the first Steptoe
Housing Law Fellow,” said Paul Lee, Pro Bono Counsel at Steptoe. “In supporting this
fellowship, our goal with Legal Aid is to expand pro bono legal services available for the
preservation of affordable housing in the District.”
Prior to joining Legal Aid in September 2019, Ms. Mitchell worked for the Neighborhood
Defender Service of Harlem in New York City, where she represented indigent people
charged with offenses ranging from violations to violent felonies. Ms. Mitchell obtained her
J.D. from New York University School of Law and her MA in Public Policy from Harvard
Kennedy School.
“Ms. Mitchell brings a unique blend of experience in criminal justice, training in public
policy, and passion for social justice to the role,” said Heather Latino, Deputy Legal
Director at Legal Aid.
Announced in July, the Steptoe Housing Law Fellowship supports Legal Aid's Housing
Law Unit, which works to prevent evictions, address dangerous housing conditions, and
preserve affordable housing in the District. Unlike many other fellowships, the Steptoe
Housing Law Fellowship is open to applicants with experience, as well as recent law
school graduates and judicial clerks.
Public service at Steptoe has been an integral part of the firm’s history, ethos, and
operations. For 23 years, Steptoe maintained a loaned associate program at Legal Aid. In

addition, Steptoe has represented hundreds of pro bono clients referred by Legal Aid in the
areas of housing, family law, and public benefits, among others.
About Legal Aid
Legal Aid was created in 1932 with the goal of making justice real – in individual and
systemic ways – for persons living in poverty in the District of Columbia. For 87 years,
Legal Aid lawyers have provided a continuum of legal services to clients in the areas of
domestic violence/family, housing, public benefits, consumer, and immigration law. Legal
Aid also works to identify systemic issues that on which its advocacy can have an impact
beyond an individual client. In such cases, it often seek structural solutions – from changes
in law or regulatory schemes to a reform of government or court practice – to benefit our
client community. For more information about Legal Aid, please visit www.LegalAidDC.org.
About Steptoe
In more than 100 years of practice, Steptoe has earned an international reputation for
vigorous representation of clients before governmental agencies, successful advocacy in
litigation and arbitration, and creative and practical advice in structuring business
transactions. Steptoe has more than 500 lawyers and other professional staff across
offices in Beijing, Brussels, Chicago, London, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, and
Washington. For more information, visit www.steptoe.com.

